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[Edited by Clarence W. Gleason, Volkmann School, Boston, Mass., for the 
territory covered by the Association of New England and the Atlantic States ; Daniel 
W. Lothman, East High School, Cleveland, Ohio, for the Middle States, west to 
the Mississippi River; Walter Miller, University of Missouri, Columbia, Mo., 
for the Southern States ; and by Frederick C. Eastman, the University of Iowa, Iowa 
City, la., for the territory west of the Mississippi, exclusive of Louisiana and Texas. 
This department will present everything that is properly news — occurrences from 
month to month, meetings, changes in faculties, performances of various kinds, etc. 
All news items should be sent to the associate editors named above.] 



New England 

The unusual interest shown in matters classical in New England during 
the past month is a hopeful sign. At Cambridge the new Emerson Hall was 
crowded to overflowing at Professor Shorey's six lectures on the "Life and 
Letters at Athens," and that in spite of conflicts with several popular lectures 
and concerts. In the following week Professor Gilbert Murray gave three 
lectures in Boston (Lowell Institute) on the Greek "Drama." Here again 
the large hall was so crowded that it was almost impossible for a late comer to 
find a seat. The large numbers present at both courses ought to give renewed 
courage to the faint-hearted and pessimistic classicists who are looking forward 
with gloomy forebodings to a Greekless world. 

The Classical Association of New England held its annual meeting on 
Friday and Saturday, April 12 and 13, at Yale University, New Haven, with 
an attendance of about one hundred and fifty. Professor Charles Upson 
Clark of New Haven was chosen president of the Association for 191 2-13. 

Harvard University. — The Harvard Classical Club has had a busy month. 
On March 13 the club acted as host in a joint meeting with the Modern Lan- 
guage Conference, at which Professor E. K. Rand gave the principal address 
on "Originality and Tradition in Milton's Paradise Lost." The next meeting 
of the club took the form of a reception to Professor Shorey, who talked 
informally to the members on various matters relating to studying and teach- 
ing the classics. The annual dinner of the club was held at a Boston hotel on 
April 10. Besides a lively poem on Aristophanes, addresses were given by the 
club president, Professor George H. Chase, Professor George Lyman Kitt- 
redge, of the English Department, Professor Charles P. Parker, and Professor 
Donald Cameron, of Boston University. Dr. Chandler Rathbon Post has 
been appointed assistant professor of Greek and Fine Arts. 

Professor Clifford H. Moore lectured on March 29 at Princeton Univer- 
sity on "Oriental Mysteries in the Roman Empire," and on March 30 at the 
University Museum, Philadelphia, on "The Eleusinian Mysteries." 

Amherst College. — Amherst is carrying out in a most vigorous manner the 
scheme of classical activity outlined some time ago. Besides a series of six 
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public lectures on the "Development of the Greek Drama," the college has 
the great privilege of a two months' visit by Professor Murray, who will teach 
as well as lecture. 

Pennsylvania 

Dickinson College. — The following letter has been received from Professor 
Mervin G. Filler: 

For many years past as a college teacher of Latin I have read, naturally with great 
interest, the endless effusions, each "last word," on the value and place of the classics 
in modern education. But I have seen in print very little definite information bearing 
upon the actual conditions in our various colleges. It would be particularly helpful 
to know the proportion of students continuing to elect Latin after they have finished 
the required courses, and the capacity of such students as compared with their mates. 

In the hope that other teachers may be interested and prompted to indulge the 
same cacoelhes scribendi I send you the figures for the Senior class of Dickinson. 
Number to be graduated 70 

1. Number completing required Freshman course (4 hours) 58 

2. " " in addition Sophomore elec. (3 hours) 30 

3. " " " " Soph, and Jun. elec. (6 hours) .... 23 

4. " " " " Soph., Jun., Sen. (9 hours) 13 

It should be added that 4 of Group 3, entering with credits, complete their course 
here in 3 years; so that of a class of 70, 17 are as Seniors still studying Latin, and have 
worked in the department constantly from entrance. 

Equally suggestive would be a study of the capacity of the students who in our 
various colleges continue to elect Latin. 

Of the 17 Seniors mentioned above, jo are women, 7 men. 

We grade all students who pass in four sections — A, B, C, D. The rating in all 
their subjects for their last completed (Junior) year is as follows: in A Section, 5; 
in B Section, 11; in C section, 1. 

As a result of a careful study of the personnel of my classes for some years past 
I think I have seen that the chief reasons why the students of a small college do not 
continue to show interest in the classics are, first, lack of preparation and consequent 
discouragement, and second, unwillingness to submit to the more rigid demands in the 
way of time and effort made by most courses in the classics. 

University of Pennsylvania. — The one hundred and first regular meeting 
of the Classical Club of Philadelphia was held on the evening of Friday, March 
8, when Professor A. L. Wheeler, of Bryn Mawr College, read a paper on "The 
Supposed Genesis of Satura as a Literary Term." The one hundred and 
second meeting was held on Friday, April 19, when Professor W. B. McDaniel, 
of the University of Pennsylvania, under the title "Reminiscences," gave a 
very interesting account of the survival of ancient ways and customs among the 
modem Italian peasants. 

The officers for the coming academic year were elected, as follows: Presi- 
dent, Dr. F. B. Brandt, of the Central High School; Vice-President, Professor 
Walter Dennison, of Swarthmore College; Secretary and Treasurer, Dr. B. 
W. Mitchell, of the Central High School. 

Ohio 

Columbus. — On February 17 the Columbus Latin Club met at Hotel 
Southern for its second meeting of the season. Twenty-six members were 
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present at the dinner and listened to the scholarly address of Professor W. H. 
Johnson of Denison University. The subject was "The Two Agrippinas, 
Mother and Grandmother of Nero." Tracing the course of the bitter feeling 
which rent the house of Augustus, Professor Johnson took a different view of 
these famous women from that advanced by Ferrero in his volume, The Women 
of the Caesars. The speaker based his opinion upon statements of Tacitus and 
Suetonius, not upon a theory of probabilities. 

Illinois 

Chicago. — In connection with the twenty-fourth educational conference 
of the academies and high schools in relations with the University of Chicago, 
departmental conferences were held in the interests of the various depart- 
ments. The classical departments discussed the co-ordination of secondary- 
school Latin and college Latin, and the secondary-school recitation versus 
the college recitation. Papers on these subjects were read by Mr. Walter 
Johnson, of the Lane Technical High School, and Miss Laura Wright, of the 
Lake High School, respectively. The papers were presented as a result of 
visits to the university classes by various high-school teachers. 

The Lane Classical Society. — The following notes furnished by Mr. Walter 
E. Johnson are of especial interest as coming from a technical high school: 

The Lane Technical High School of Chicago has a classical society. It 
was organized when the Latin Department was organized some three years 
ago. It has a working membership of about 30; while nearly 75 students 
claim connection with it, some of whom, not being now in Latin classes, do not 
find time for regular attendance at the meetings which occur twice a month. 

The object of the society is twofold: first, to have opportunity for reading 
and discussing subjects for which time cannot be taken in the class hour; 
second, to give scope for the students' initiative in taking up such subjects 
and in carrying on the work in an organized way. 

Any topic of either immediate or remote classical interest may be taken 
up. This year connected studies in Roman history have been pursued, the 
students volunteering to give the consecutive topics. A committee of three 
once visited the section of Roman antiquities in the Field Museum and made a 
study of what they found there. In making their report they specialized and 
each made memory drawings and gave oral descriptions of items in his class: 
e.g., candelabra, and agricultural implements. One, a Junior, gave a study 
in etymology which was worth while. Another, a Senior, made a study of 
Roman law, of interest to all, and of inestimable value to him. Other subjects 
deal with myths and legends, biography, literature, and the various phases of 
ancient art. 

A definite line of activity engaged in is the procuring of choice pictures 
and books for the department. 

The society is decidedly helpful to the department, as well as to the mem- 
bers who take part in the programs or in society work. 

Not the least important feature is the fact that it is their work. 
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Springfield. — On Friday evening, March 22, a Latin entertainment was 
given by the Latin Club of the Springfield High School. This club is composed 
of members of the Latin classes of the three upper grades and numbers 160. 
The program was as follows: (1) Latin Song, "Lauriger Horatius"; (2) 
Declamation, "Cicero's Invective against Catiline"; (3) "A Roman School"; 
(4) Drill of the Vestal Virgins; (5) Violin Solo; (6) The Parting Scene between 
Dido and Aeneas; (7) Opening of the Letters (Cicero in Catilinam iii, cap. 3, 
4> 5); (8) Latin Song, "Gaudeamus Igitur"; (9) Tableaux: Pandora, Niobe 
and Her Daughter, The Fates, The Vestal Tuccia, Iris. Two numbers, besides 
the Latin songs, were entirely in Latin, viz., the Latin declamation and the 
"Roman School." The entertainment, the first of the kind ever given in 
Springfield, was an unqualified success. Although it required much time and 
labor, the teachers feel that they were well repaid for their efforts in the 
increased interest that has been aroused in the Latin work of the school. 

Lincoln. — On March 29 the Sophomore Class of the Lincoln High School 
gave Miss Paxson's "A Roman School." The play was presented at the 
regular Friday rhetorical exercises. 

The presentation of the play was both enjoyable and profitable. A greater 
interest has been aroused in the study of Latin, and the classical department 
has been brought into closer touch with the other departments of the school, 
every one of which contributed a share to the presentation. 

Minnesota 

Carleton College. — The enrolment in Greek in Carleton College is much 
larger than in many years. This is partly accounted for by some good illus- 
trated lectures on Greece formerly given by the co-operation of the Latin, 
English, and Biblical departments, but largely by the promise held out of a 
new method of presenting the subject based on English derivatives together 
with a briefer and more direct treatment of grammar and syntax. The first 
year class began reading the Gospel of John in October and the Anabasis 
in January. The second year is given to the Protagoras and Homer, the third 
to the Clouds and the Antigone. During the first two years word lists based 
on English derivatives are constantly used, covering two thousand words. 

Kansas 

The sixth annual meeting of the Classical Association of Kansas and West- 
ern Missouri was held at Baker University, April 19 and 20. This association 
is thoroughly alive and the spirit of conference and fellowship is remarkable. 
The principal address was given by Professor F. C. Eastman, of the State 
University of Iowa, entitled "As Others See Us." The day program repre- 
sented, in good distribution, the various phases of classical interest. 

Wesleyan University. — The Classical Association of Kansas Wesleyan 
University has had a very prosperous year. The programs have consisted of 
papers and lectures by members of the faculty and other scholars, and in par- 
ticular by the students, who have varied the program with ingenious classical 
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performances. Each year there has been a dramatic performance with classi- 
cal setting. Among these was "the Trial of 'Pius Aeneas,' " an original 
composition; the story of the first three books of the Iliad, each character 
translating his own part; and "A Roman Wedding." There were many 
unique and ingenious features, and the whole work has resulted in a greatly 
increased interest in the classics. 

Kansas City High School. — A cena Romana was given this last winter by 
the Classical Club of the high school. The banquet was elaborately prepared 
and presented, and great care was taken to make the cena true to ancient life 
in all particulars. The spectators were much instructed and delighted with the 
talents and ingenuity displayed by the boys who took part in the entertainment. 

Nebraska 

Lincoln. — The teachers of Greek and of Latin in the State University, and 
in the colleges and schools in Lincoln and its vicinity gave a dinner on April 
30 in honor of Professor Grove E. Barber, the recently elected president of 
the Classical Association of the Middle West and South. 

Arkansas 

Hendrix College {Conway). — The "Sodalitas Latina," a semi-social organi- 
zation of the College, held a very interesting meeting on April 4. The pro- 
gram was as follows: (1) A talk on a "Roman Dinner," with especial reference 
to the forms of entertainment incident thereto. (2) The reading of stories told 
at Roman dinners, e.g., Pliny (ix. 33), The Wonderful Dolphin; Petronius 
(62) , The Werewolf. (3) Two contests involving a knowledge of Roman history 
and Latin vocabulary. The consolation prize was a placenta in the shape of a 
schoolboy with a dunce-cap on. (4) A talk on Vesuvius and Pompeii (illus- 
trated) by Professor Simmons; the students had all read Pliny's account of the 
eruption. 

Tennessee 

The Tennessee Philological Association met this year with the University 
of Chattanooga on February 23. Among the papers of special interest to the 
side of the classics were the following: "Some Religious Ideas Underlying 
Greek Tragedy," by Miss Cloe Thompson, of the Girls' Preparatory School; 
"Some Phases of the Dative in Latin," by Professor R. B. Steele, of Vander- 
bilt University; "The Number Three in Roman Magic and Superstition," 
by Professor Travenner, of the Middle Tennessee Normal School. 

Georgia 

Young's College— The Latin classes are giving this year "The School Boy's 
Dream," published in the Classical Journal (January, 191 2), Horace's Ode 9 
from Book III, "Integer Vitae" to "Fleming," and the choruses by the College 
Glee Club from Professor Miller's Dido. 

Thomamlle — Miss Bessie Hall Merrill has compiled two little Latin 
scenes for classroom dialogue, one the interview between Caesar and the 
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Aeduan Council, and the other the meeting of Aeneas and Achates with Dido 
and her court. Such work as this cannot fail to be of great value both to 
instructor and student in stimulating interest, furnishing variety of each, while 
all the time fixing more definitely in the students' minds Latin words, phrases, 
and sentences, which few exercises would do. This work has the added 
advantage of giving a good natural occasion for oral exercises in Latin. 

Florida 

The Florida State Classical Association held its second annual conference 
at Jacksonville. Fla., December 28, 191 1. As this session followed immedi- 
ately after the meeting of the High-School section, over a hundred and ten 
persons were present at the call to order. The president of the Association 
made a brief address on the subject, "Can Florida Afford to Neglect the 
Classics ?" emphasizing the fact that, while classical teaching in the state is not 
yet done to best advantage, secondary education in Florida could not displace 
Latin without incalculable loss. The view of Professor Lord of Dartmouth 
College was cited as strong and sensible, viz., that Latin, rightly understood, 
can be made one of the most practicable of subjects. "Latin and Greek in 
Florida" was the general theme discussed in papers dealing with the high 
school and the college. Those participating and presenting helpful and en- 
couraging statements were: Dr. James N. Anderson, of the State University; 
Professor W. N. Sheats, ex-state superintendent of education; Dean N. M. 
Salley, of the normal school of the State College for Women; Professor J. A. 
Granberry, Jasper Normal Institute; Professor M. J. Okerlund, of Taylor 
County High School, and Professor B. B. Lane, of the Bradford County High 
School. Dr. Edmund M. Hyde, not present at the Classical section, read an 
effective paper the following morning before the State Educational Association 
on "The Progress of Classics in American Schools." Those attending the 
classical session considered it a successful one. The first annual conference, the 
year before in Pensacola, organized with an attendance of only twenty-four. 
The Association feels it has a clear mission before it. Former officers were 
re-elected: President, C. E. Boyd; Vice-President, W. N. Sheats; Secretary, 
Miss Lucile Patton; Chairman of the Executive Committee, Mrs. F. N. Clayton. 
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